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Synopsis

The life of Anne Frank, from birth until being taken from the hidden attic by the Nazis, is presented
in this haunting, meticulously researched picture book. It is a compelling yet easy-to-understand
"first" introduction to the Holocaust as witnessed by Anne and her family. The stunningly evocative
illustrations by Angela Barrett are worth a thousand words in capturing for young Americans what it
must have felt like to be Anne Frank, a spirited child caught in the maelstrom of World War |l

atrocities. A detailed timeline of important events in Europe and in the Frank family is included.
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Customer Reviews

Starred Review. Grade 3-54 “In this moving picture-book biography, the familiar yet compelling story
is told with simple poignancy and dignity. The famous diary is barely mentioned until well into the
text; Poole has chosen instead to focus on Anne herself, and the fact that she was an ordinary girl
born into extraordinarily difficult times. Although her elfish personality and sensitive soul are
certainly alluded to, particular care is given to creating a context for the circumstances of her
confinement and tragic demise. Both the text and illustrations quickly create a sense of foreboding.
Spreads are dominated by Barrett’s realistically rendered paintings done in subdued tones: Hitler's
face looming large over small children in the street; broken glass flying through a storefront owned
by a Jewish merchant; Anne and her friends denied entrance to the cinema; the girl’s tearful

good-bye to her beloved cat as she and her family prepare to go into hiding. At this point in the



story, the details of her life as revealed in her diary are clearly explained but not sentimentalized or
dwelt upon. The author details the difficulties of confinement, Anne’s blossoming love for Peter, and
the ultimate betrayal and capture of those hidden in the secret annex. Anne’s death from typhus
receives one sentence, balanced against the survival of her father and especially her diary, which
was placed in his care and ultimately given to the world. For those looking to introduce Anne’s
writings or her story, this beautifully presented book is a worthy choice.a& “Teri Markson, Stephen S.
Wise Temple Elementary School, Los Angeles Copyright A© Reed Business Information, a division

of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

*Starred Review* Gr. 4-7. One of the best-known books of all time, The Diary of Anne Frank
continues to spark spin-offs for grown-ups as well as young readers--including, just this year, Ellen
Feldman’s adult novel The Boy Who Loved Anne Frank and Barry Denenberg’s Shadow Life: A
Portrait of Anne Frank and Her Family , written for young teens. Poole’s compelling picture-book
biography is for grade-schoolers who may not have read the Diary as well as for older children who
want to know more. The author tells the story directly, setting Anne’s life within the context of Hitler's
rise to power and the vicious persecution of the Jews, first in Germany, then in Holland, where the
Frank family was driven into hiding. Barrett's powerful, realistic pictures keep to Anne’s viewpoint,
showing the terror in the street and the anguish of leaving as well as Anne sitting alone in the attic
writing or with her arms around fellow fugitive Peter. Finally comes the nightmare climax of the Nazi
raid, "smash, crash, boots on the stairs." The text is substantial, but there’s no attempt to tell it all,
and the spaces left between the haunting words and beautiful pictures will send many to Anne’s
own journal. A detailed chronology of the history and the personal story conclude. Hazel

RochmanCopyright A© American Library Association. All rights reserved

| am making a point to buy books for my girls about strong women. This book is age appropriate for
younger children, without sugar coating things. | feel like this book is a great way to introduce some
of the darker history lessons, an open up a honest line of communication without scaring a child. |

plan on keeping this book for years to come

Wonderful picture book. My kids r very sensitive to scary subjects. This book is honest about Anne’s
life without going into the horrid details of the Holocaust . It is factual without being scary. Well

written and beautiful illustrations.



i love it

Exactly as described!

This book is beautifully illustrated - just stunning. The story is told in a way that is understandable for

younger children. | highly recommend this book.

There are two editorial reviews here that summarize the book quite well. | would like to concurr with
another reviewer that states this would be a good book to read to students prior to any discussion
in detail of " The Diary of Anne Frank." The art work is like the story itself; a stark portrait of one of
the darkest time periods in man’s history. It is a somber subject and should be treated as such |
suppose; there is only one smiling group family portrait in the book. | would read this book to fifth
graders and above only because of the subject matter and the questions and answers that will arise
might be difficult for some youngsters to understand. This is a good picture-book biography for a
parent or teacher to use if they feel the audience is mature enough to handle hard questions and
answers. This book would make a worthy addition to the school library or community synagogue so
that young people may better understand the injustices of the past and how they relate to

contemporary times.

This was a wonderfully done picture book describing the life of Anne Frank, a young girl who sadly
didn’t live to see how much her writing continues to affect the world. The illustrations were flawless,
capturing each member of the Frank family perfectly. A perfect addition to any school library,
especially for those not interested in reading the actual diary or for those who want to revisit a young

friend.

The retelling is stark, compassionate, unsentimental. The art is reminiscent of ROSE BLANCHE, in
grays and browns. This would be a good readaloud intro in any classroom before launching into
reading the diary, no matter the students’ age. An end page lists the chronology of events, has

contact info for Ann Frank House in Amsterdam. This is really for all ages.
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